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The members of the “ German EvanGericat-LuTHERAN 
MINISTERIUM OF PENNSYLVANIA AND ADJACENT STArTss,’’ 
held their one hundredth and first annual Convention, in 
Easton, Pennsylvania, on Trinity Sunday, the 18th of June, 
A. D., 1848, according to a resolution of the last annual 
Synod. 

The Rev. President, W. G. Ernst, D. D., preached in the 
morning, in the German language, from 2d Cor. 4: 5. After 
the sermon, the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was admin- 
istered, in which, the members of the Synod as wellas a large 
portion of the congregation cordially participated. 

In the afternoon, Pastor C. F. Wex.pen, Secretary, preach- 
ed in the English language, from Ps. 97: 1. In the evening 
Rev. J. C. Baxer, D. D., Treasurer, preached in the English 
language, from John 6: 68. 

On the Saturday evening preceding, Pastor C. W. Scuzr- 
rER, preached in the English language, from 1st John 1: 2. 
At the close of the English services the exercises preparatory 
to the celebration of the Lord’s Supper were observed i in the 
German language. 

The Rev. S. S. Scumucxen, D. D., preached in the morn- 
ing in the English Lutheran Church. 

Pastor H. 8S. Mitisr, preached at the same time, in the 
German Reformed Church, in the German language, from 
Matt. 7: 29. 

The Rev. J. G. Morais, D. D., preached in the same 
church in the evening, in the English language. 

Pastor preached in the Methodist 
pal Church, in the evening. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF SYNOD. 


Sivst Session. 


f 


Monday, June 19th, 9 o’clock, 2. M. 
The Clergymen with their Lay-delegates assembled in the 


church for the transaction of business, according to a previ- 


ous notice. The session was,opened with singing and pray- 
er, by the Rev. President. The Secretary having called the 
roll, the following named pastors were present and took their 
seats according to the Constitution. The following Lay- 
delegates ‘presented their credentials and were congue as 
‘fullomembers of the Synod... 
Clergy. Residence. Lay-delegates. 
‘Rev, J. Miller, D. D. Reading, ,Jonathan Deininger. 
W.4G. Ernst, D. D. Lebanon, George Reindel. 
“« J.C. Baker, Db. D. Lancaster, | 
i. F. W. Geissenhainer, New) York, 
Conard Miller, New Hanover, 
G.Steeher, Hummelsiown, | 
G. As Philadelphia, John G. Waerta and 
Jacob Muller. 
G, Jaeger, ‘Greenwich, Joha Kohler. | 
W.J, Byer; Catawissa, Michael Brobst, 
J. Bahl, Berwick, Jatob Hagenbuch. 
HOO. Miller,:) Brappes oo. Fred’k. Wamapole. 
& QGP. Miller, Bucksville, Jacob Raub, 


J. B. Gross. Fayette, N. nel 
Isdae Roeller,..; (Kutztown,:» ad. Lichtenwalder. 
« G. Schulze, New: Berry, ods 

od oS, oSebindely, oc) 


-Mareus: Herpel,. ) » Easton, >>) Bs Schmidt.) 
E. Peixoto, Tylersport, Enos Benner,):. | / 

atthe ofl Blue, Bell; Chatles Herst, 

Andrew) Rnchs, Bathy aml MARTAW. 

J.C. Barnitz, New Holland, Jacob Buch, ) 
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Rev. C. W. Scheefler, 


W. G. Mennig, 

C. F. Stoever, 

A. T. Geissenhainer, 
Leonhard Gerhard, 
C. G. Friedrich, 
Ernst A. Bauer, 

F. A. M. Keller, 
C. L. Erle, 

G. A. Wenzel, 

S. M. Schmucker, 
Nathan Jeger, 

P. L. Oberfeld, 


J. C. Schmidt, 
August Bergner, 
Zaimer, 

Candidate K. S. Wagner, 


S. K. Probst, 
W. Gerhard, 


Harrisburg, 
Pottsville, 
Berrysburg, 
Reading, 
Harrisburg, 
Brickersville, 
Lehighton, 
Reading, 
Cherry, - 
Hecktown, John Schweitzer. 
Germantown, Fred’k. Flemins. 
Orwigsburg, 
Tamaqua, 

Bernville,_ 

L. Mountain, John Hetrich. 
Honesdale, 

Millerstown, 

Allentown, 

Elizabethtown, 


Geo, H. Miller, Pottstown, 


G. H. Krotel, 


Philadelphia, 


Thos. Y. Jeger, Reading, 


The following clergymen were absent, viz : 
Rev. D. Ulrich, - - 


with excuse. 


W. Beatis, (senior ministerii) 
J. N. Hemping, 
G. Minnig, 

J. J. Strein, 

S. Trumbauer, 
B. German, 


C. Demme, D. D.* 


J. Stein, 
« J. J. Binninger, 
Schmidt, 


without excuse. 


with excuse. 
<4 


with excuse. | 
without excuse. 


 *Paster G. A. Reichert stated that the Rev. Dr. Demme was indispos- 


ed, but notwithstanding intended to be present, if it were possible. As 


it was therefore 


given. 


expected he would still be present, no formal excuse was 


J. G. Kaemmerer. 
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Rev. G. M. Merz, with excuse. 
-D, Kohler, 
“ 6S. A. Mealy, “ 
A. Gockelen, 
“ A. G. Georgii, without excuse. 
Adolph T. Biewend, 
F. F. Sailman, with excuse. 
« J. Vogelbach, 
« C.G. A. Neuman, without excuse. 
« P. Feysel, with excuse. 
« L. G. Eggers,* 


The delegates present from other Synods were now intro- 
duced and received as advisory members, viz: Rev. S. S. 


Schmucker, D. D., of the Synod of West Pennsylvania. The 
Rev. Max Stern, of the German Reformed Synod. 


The following Clergymen were also received as advisory 
members, viz: Rev. Drs. Morris and B. Kurtz, of the Synod 
of Maryland. The Rev. Mr. Reichel of the Moravian 
Church at Nazareth; the Rev. Mr. Diehl, pastor of the 
English Lutheran Church at Easton; the Rev. Mr. Heck- 
man, of the Presbyterian assembly ; the Rev. Mr. Gerhard, 
pastor of the Lutheran Church of Elizabethtown and the 
Rev. Mr. Wach, of the German Reformed Church. 


The number of members composing the Synod, was there- 


fore twenty-four. Satisfactory reasons tor the absence of the 
following brethren, were stated by those present, and they 
were therefore excused, viz: Rev. Senior Beatis,—the Synod 
expressed its sympathy for Senior Beatis on account of his 
feebleness and regrets the absence and counsel of its Senior. 
Pastors Sallman, Binninger, Minnig, Leut, and German. 


In conformity with the Constitution, the President read his 
annual report, which was received and placed in the hands 
of a committee, | 


*A letter from Pastor ‘Eggers, informs the Secretary, that illness in his 
family prevented him from attending Synod, and therefore had transmit- 
ted a letter of excuse to Synod, which however, as he understood, anty 

reached the President, after the Synod had adjourned. 
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7 
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT. 


To the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Pennsylvania and 
adjacent States, convened at Easton, June 18th, 4. D., 
1848. 


REVEREND FATHERS AND BRETHREN: 


In compliance with the Constitution, I have the honor to 
report the following official acts of the past year: 

On the 25th of June, 1847, I received a letter from the 
Church-council of St. Jacob’s congregation, Dauphin county, 
in which according to the direction of the contents of a 
communication addressed by the same to the last Synod, in- 
quiry is made, whether the majority, in accordance with the 
Constitution of the Church should rule,and whether Mr. 
Stoever should preach to them or not. | 

On account of the decision of the Synod in this matter I 
referred them in my answer, to the minutes of Synod, that 
would soon be published and also said, that custom and or- 
der required, that the majority of voters of a congregation 
should decide in the election of a preacher. See No. 1. 

On the 30th of June,I received a letter from Candidate 
J. M. Sondhaus, in which, he informs me, that certain con- 
gregations, in Clarion county, Pennsylvania, which he visited, 
had concluded to take him as their pastor, and also asked the 
privilege of accepting them. His request was granted, with 


the prayer, that the divine blessing may: rest upon his aber. 


See No. 2. 
On the 3d of July, I received a letter from Pastor G. H. 


Brandan, informing me, that he had received and accepted 
of a call from the St. Jacob’s congregation in Baltimore ; on 


this account he requested an honorable dismission from our 
body, as the constitution of this church requires its pastor to 
be a member of the Synod of Maryland. It was eranied. 
See No. 3. 1 

On the 21st of July, I a letter from Fasten: G. 
M. Merz, informing me, that he had accepted of a call from 
the German Evangelical Lutheran Congregation in Cham- 


bersburg. The Lord richly bless him in his new field .of 
labor. See No. 4. 
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On the 30th of August, I received a communication from 
Rev. Dr. C. R. Demme, relating to the portion of Streit’s 
legacy due to our Synod; as also, to the money expended 
by him for the purchase of the appointed books. This letter 
was answered according to the bestof my views. See No. 5. 


On the 7th of September, Pastor J. Vogelbach informed 
me by letter, that he had accepted of a call from the German 
Evangelical Lutheran Congregation in Pittsburg, and that 
he. would shortly leave Harrisburg, and enter upon his 
labors in that congregation. May the divine blessing richly 
ericourage him in his new field. See No. 6. 


On the 13th of September, I received a written request 
from Thomas J.,Jzeger, to give him a license ad interim, to 
attend to Gernant’s congregation in Berks county, as also 
some other neighboring congregations, in case he should be 
elected by these congregations. As he had previously trans- 
mitted to me a very favorable testimonial from Rev. Pastor 
J. W. Richards, and the Gernant’s congregation had unani- 
mously elected him ; his request was granted, See No. 7. 


On the 27th of September, A communication from Pastor 
G, A. Reichert came to hand, stating, that the Evangelical 
Lutheran Congregation at Honesdale in Wayne county, was 
without a pastor, also, that Pastor Zeumer, had been recom- 
mended to this people, by Dr. Demme and himself, and that 
the congregation had accepted of him. See No. 8. 


f On the 9th of October, I wrote, according to a resolution 


of the Ministerium, to Pastor J. W. Meendsen and requested 
him to say whether he wished to be considered any longer a 
member of this body ?. | 

On the 29th of I a 
the Rev. J. Ulrich, Secretary of the Evangelical Lutheran 


_ Synod of Pennsylvania, containing various resolutions of that 


body, in reference to the establishment of certain boundary 
lines between the districts of both Synods, in order théreby 
to advance brotherly order, and co-operation. See No. 9. 

On the 29th of October, Pastor L. Gerhard visited me, 
and informed me that he had vacated his charge at Elizabeth- 
town and accepted of the German Evangelical Lutheran 
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Congregation in Harrisburg, whither he would shortly move. 
May the blessing of the Lord follow him. 

On the 7th of December, The Church-council of St. 
Peter’s Church at Pinegrove, requesting me by letter, to grant 
to Mr. J. M. Ditzler the privilege of instructing and prepar- 
ing the Youth of this congregation for confirmation, that they — 
might afterwards be confirmed by a neighboring minister. 
In my answer, I stated to the Church-council why it was 
7 deemed injudicious to grant their request. See No. 10. 
ut On the 8th of December, I received from Pastor Meend- 

| sen an answer to the letter addressed to him, in which among 

other things he says: that his answer to the question address- 
ed to him in the name of the Synod, whether he desired to 
continue a member of this body, would be decidedly in the 
negative. Ashe complains moreover, of mortifications he 
has suffered, he adds, that he will report himself by letter to 
the next convention of Synod. See No. 1B 

On the 11th of December. I received a letter from Pastor 
F. G. Zeumer, in which, he informs me that, in the month of 
August, he had accepted of the Evangelical Lutheran Con- 
gregation at Honesdale. May the Lord crown his labors 
with his rich blessings. See No. 12. 

On the 3d of January, 1848, I received a communication 
from the Rev. J. C. Weber, which contains a statement of his 
labors and situation, since his reception nto our Ministerium ; 
as also his present condition, which necessitates him to solicit 
a pastorate. I answered his communication immediately. © 
See No. 13. 

On the 19th of January, I received a letter signed by 
Pastor F. Schmidt and the Church-council of the German 
Evangelical Lutheran Congregation in Boston, in which is 
given a circumstantial account of the losses sustained by 
their newly-built church, and the difficult position of the 

congregation. They therefore solicit support for the congre- 
gation. See No. 14, 

On the 24th of March, I received a letter from: Mr. 
Stibolt of Baltimore, in which he states, that he had attend- 
ed to the study of Theology in Europe and also in this coun- 
ry, and was disposed to devote himself to the sacred ministry. 
As he was conversant with = languages of the North 
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Europe, he desires to go to the state of Wisconsin to labor 
as Missionary among the emigrant Swedes, Danes, &c. For 
this purpose, he requested an ad inéerim license. As I did 
not feel myself justified in acting decidedly in this case, k 
advised him, if possible to be present at the Convention of 
Synod, and to report himself to the Missionary Society. See 
No. 15. 

On the 10th of May, Pastor W. 8. Rally requested by 
letter, an honorable dismission from our Synod, as he pur- 
posed to connect himself with one of theSynods of Ohio. His 
request was granted. See No. 16. 

On the 17th of May, I received aletter from J. Bb. Friehe, 
describing his sad condition and praying the Synod to regard 
him. See No. 17. 

On the 24th of May,I received a letter from Mr. Con- 
stantine J. Deininger, containing a copy of a letter address- 
ed to him by certain vacant congregations in Clearfield and 
Jefferson counties expressing an ardent desire for a minister 
and requesting Mr. Deininger to interest himself in their be- 
half. He therefore requests, that something may be done, if 
possible, for these congregations by the Synod. See No. 18. 

On the 9th of June. I received a letter from candidate 
Martin Sondhaus, requesting an honorable dismission from 
this body, as he purposed to connect himself with the Synod 
of Ohio. His request was granted. See No. 19. 

That the above stated acts were so disposed of is confirm- 
ed by the signature of my name. 

W. G. ERNST, 
President of the Synod. 

‘The President, in conformity with the Constitution, an- 
nounced, that an election for Officers of Synod for the ensu- 
ing year would now be held. 

Pastor G. A. Reichert and Mr. Jonathan Deininger, were 
appointed tellers. 

After counting the votes, the result was announced, as fol- 
lows: 

Rev. W. G. Ernst, D. D. of Lebanon, President. 

©, ¥. WELDEN, of East-Vincent, Secretary. 
« J.C. Baxer, D. D. of Lancaster, Treasurer. 

The Officers elect took their seats, 
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“The names of the ministers and delegates were now ¢al- 
led, in order to afford an opportunity to each one to lay any 
business, whether written or verbal, before the Synod. The 
number of written communications amounted to 16, which, 
being numbered, were assigned to committees. 

In the meantime Pastor Scheffer, presented the following 
resolutions to Synod, which were unanimously adopted : 

1. Resolved, That a committee, consisting of three mem- 
bers, be appointed and authorized to address a Pastoral-let- 
ter to the congregations in connection with this body. 

2. Resolved, That the general design of this Pastoral-let- 
ter be; to exhort the members of our church with all earnest- 
ness in the name of Christ, to attend faithfully upon’ the 
preaching of the word of God and the administration of the 
holy sacraments,—to observe family worship and the christ- 
ian education of their children; to afford assistance and en- 
couragement to the pastor in the religious instruction of the 
young ; and otherwise to co-operate with him, by prayer 
and zealous efforts in advancing the cause of Christ in our 
own midst and in the world generally. 

3. Resolved, That this committee report to the Ministe- 
rium. | 

The committee appointed according to the above resolu- 
tion consists of Revs. Dr. Demme, Scheffer and Peixoto. 


COMMITTEE ON PAPERS. 


First Committee.—Revs. Dr. Miller, Stecher, C. P. Miller, 


and Messrs. George Reinoel and John Wertz. 

Second Committee.—Revs. J. Jeger, Reller, Minnig, and 
Messrs. John Kohler and Michael Brobst: 

Third Committee.—Revs. J. Gross, Schulze, Stever and 
Messrs. Leonard Walter and John Hagenbuch. 

Fourth Committee.—Revs. Schindel, Medtart, A. T. Geis- 
senhainer, and Messrs. F, Wampole and John Lichtenwalder. 


Ii. COMMITTEES ON THE MINUTES OF OTHER SYNODS. 


1. Onthe minutes of the German Reformed Synod: Rev. 
G.F.J. Jeger. 


2. On the minutes of the Synod of West Pennsylvania : 
Rev. Friederich. 


4 

¥ 


| 


q 
> 
A 
ag 


> 


t 
| 
‘ 
| 
* 
at 


> 
“= 
= 


12 


$. On the minutes of the Alleghany Synod: Rev. N. 
Jeger. 


4. On the minutes of the Synod of North Carolina: Rev. 
S. M. Schmucker. 


5. On the minutes of the Synod of Virginia: Rev. F. A. 
Keller. 


6. On the minutes of the Synod of New York: Rev. J. 
W. Richards. 


7. On the minutes of the General Synod of Ohio: Rev. 
Zaimer. 

8. On the minutesof the Synod of Pittsburg: Rev. Kemmer. 

9. On the minutes of the Western District Synod of Ohio: 
Rev. Oberfeld. 


10, On the minutes of the English Synod of Ohio: Rev. 
Wenzel. 


The following committees were appointed : 

a. To examine the Annual Report of the President: Revs. 
F’, W. Geissenhainer and Conrad Miller. 

6. To audit the President’s account: Revs. Reichert and 
Eyer. 

c. To audit the Treasurer’s Account: Revs. Keller, Bahl 
and Mr. J. Deininger. 


d. To examine the minutes of last Synod: Rev. A. T. 
Geissenhainer. | 

The following resolutions of the Missionary Society were 
presented to the Synod by Pastor Eyer, Secretary of the 
Society. 

1. Resolved, That we discontinue our Missionary meet- 
ings, as soon as the Synod will undertake the control of the 
Missionary cause. 

2. Resolved, That we deem it advisable, still to keep the 
Missionary treasury distinct from the Synodical Treasury, 
and that we request this from Synod.” 

3. Resolved, That we hold our obligations to the Mission 
in India, sacred and inviolable. 

’ 4, Resolved, That the Society assemble again as soon as 
possible, after the Synod has acted upon the above resolu- 
tions. 

_ & Resolved, That the officers of the Synod be a commit- 
tee, to present the above resolutions to the Synod. 
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The consideration of the above resolutions was deferred 
to the afternoon Session. The Synod adjourned until 3 
o’clock, P. M. Prayer by Rev. Dr. Schmucker. 


Second Session. 


Monday, 3 o’clock, 
The Session was opened with singing and praying. The 
third resolution in reference to the committee appointed to 
prepare a Pastoral letter was so altered as to make it the 


duty of said committee to report at the next Annual Session 
of the Ministerium. 


Pastor Richards stated, that he had receiveda letter from 
Prof. Scheffer, delegate from the New York Synod, excusing 
his non-attendance by sickness, yet indulging the hope that 
his alternate Pastor Keiser, would be present. 

The resolutions of the Missionary Society were now taken 
up for consideration ; when it was 

Resolved, That we shall undertake the control of the Do- 
mestic and Foreign Missions as soorf as the Missionary 
Society will transfer it to the Synod. 

Resolved, That we share the views of the Society express- 
ed in the second and third resolutions, and in accepting of the 
control of the Missionary cause transferred to us, we also 
recognize and accept of the terms of the resolutions. 

The committee of Examination now reported : 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF EXAMINATION. 


The committee of Examination has the honor to report; 
that Messrs. G. H. Miller, G. H. Krottel and Thomas Y. 
Jeger, have presented themselves, as applicants for examina- 
tion. In as much, as they have given evidence of due atten- 
tion to their studies, and are well reported of by all, the com- 
mittee propose, that they be examined. 

J. MILLER, 
G. F. J. JAOGER, 
E. PEIXOTO. 
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his report wasfaceepted and it was res@lved, that Messrs. 
G. N. Miller, G. H. Krotfel, and Thomas J. Jager be exam- 


ined. 


The committee on the Annual report of the President sub- 
mitted the following report: 


The committee, charged with the examination of the An- 
nual report of the Rev. President has the honor to state: 
That they have carefully examined the papers submitted to 
them and find the Report in perfect harmony with said 
papers. 


F. W. GEISSENHAINER, 
C. MILLER. 
The report was accepted. 


Pastor Keller entrusted with the renewal of the device of 
the seal of the Ministerium, reported as follows : 


The undersigned appointed at last annual convention of 
Synod to have the device of the seal renewed reports : 


That the duty has been attended to. The charge was 


— 


= 


—— 


i | $6,00. The bill receipted, together with specimens of the 
impression accompany this report. 

F. A. M. KELLER. 

A The report was accepted. 
' ¥ ; The President now called for the reports of the committees 
) i appointed to examine the papers laid before Synod. 


A.—REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PAPERS. 


The first committee reported through its chairman Dr. J. 
Miller. 


> 
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REPORT OF THE FIRST COMMITTEE. 


No. 1, Is a letter from Pastor Strein, in which he states 
that sickness prevented him from attending Synod and there- 
fore asks the Synod to excuse him. He also sends $15,624 
for the Synodical and Missionary Treasuries and closes with 
the wish that the blessing of God may be with the Synod in 
the transaction of its business, 

Resolved, That Pastor Strein be excused. 


No, 2, Is a letter from Pastor Gockelin, in which he asks 
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Synod to excuse his absence from this Synod. He wishes. 
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the Synod the divine blessing in the transaction of, its 
business. | 

Resolved, That Pastor Gockelin be excused. 

No. 3, Is acommunication from the Church-councils of 
Jacob’s and St. John congregations in which they request, 
for a time the services of an itinerant preacher, and. in the 
course of a year, the residence of a Lutheran minister. 

The consideration of this letter was deferred, until the sub- 
ject of itinerant preachers should be attended to. This re- 
port was accepted. 

Letters and communications, which just came to hand, 
were committed to Pastors C. P. Miller, Barnitz and Bauer 
for examination. 


The second committee reported through its chairman Pas- 
tor Joshua Jeger. 


REPORT OF THE SECOND COMMITTEE. 


No. 4, Is a letter from Pastor D. Ulrich, in which he asks 
the Synod to excuse his absence—no reason, why he makes 
the request, is assigned. With his parochial report, he trans- 
mits $17,00, $2,00 for the Synodical Treasury and $15,00 
for Missions, and wishes the Synod the divine blessing. 
~ Resolved, That Pastor Ulrich be excused. 

No. 5, Is a letter from Pastor Mealy. The committee 
thinks, the letter should be read before Synod. The letter 
of Brother Mealy was accordingly read. 

This esteemed brother states in his letter, the causes, which 
have hitherto rendered it impossible for him to attend Synod, 
and which may probably exist for some time to come. 

On this account and because he has had no pastoral charge 
for two years, he asks the Synod to excuse him for the pre- 
sent and also the future. He adds that he eagerly wishes to 
be active again in the service of the church, and is ready and 
willing, to accept of a charge, for which he is capable, when 


it presents itself. Hence and because of his preferences for 


this Synod, and also as he thinks, he will in no case attach 
himself to another, he requests, if not contrary to the consti- 
tution of the Ministerium, to be considered an unofficial 
member, as also that his name be continued on the roll. 
Resolved, That Pastor Mealy be excused, and that with 
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pleasure, agreeably to his request, we will regard and con- 
tinue him as a member of this body. 


Resolved, That the letter of Pastor Mealy be answered 
by the President. 


No. 6, Is a letter from Pastor Vogelbach, in which family 
circumstances are assigned as the cause of his absence from 
the present Synod, and therefore asks tobe excused. The 
committee propose that Pastor Vogelbach be excused. With 
his parochial report, he also sends $14,00 to the Synod, $5,00 
for the Synodical Treasury, $8,00 for the Missionary and $1,00 
as his annual contribution for Missions. 


The Secretary is requested to send him in future, copies of 
the minutes in the German language only. He wishes the 
Synod the Divine blessing. 

Resolved, That Pastor Vogelbach be anise 


No. 7, Isa communication from the seven united congre- 
gations of Pastor Hemping, asking that this communication 
might be read before Synod. The committee is of opinion, 
that the request should be granted. The communication was 
therefore read, and it was 


Resolved, That this Synod always heartily rejoices in the 
firm adherence of our congregations to the true spirit and 
practice of the Lutheran church, and will at the same time 
make all possible endeavours to send the above mentioned 
congregations a Lutheran preacher. 

This report was accepted. 


The third committee reported through its Sane, Pastor 
Gross. 


REPORT OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE. 


No. 8, Is a letter from Paster Stein, in which he asks to be 
excused for his absence, on account of sickness and the dis- 
tance. He sends $10,00 for the Missionary Treasury and 
$3,00 for Synodical Treasury, and also his parochial report. 

Resolved, That Pastor Stein be excused. 


No. 9, Is a letter from the Lutheran congregations at 
Pottstown and Amity, in which they ask the privilege of re- 
ceiving Mr. George H. Miller as their preacher, provided he 


sustain his examination before the Ministerium. 
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Resolved, That the request of the congregations at Potts- 
town and Amity be granted. 

No. 10, Is a letter from Mr. Meendsen in answer to the 
question addressed to him by the President, “whetherhe wished 
to continue any longer a member of this body. ”? Mr. Meend- 
sen states, that, after long and mature deliberation, he has 
concluded to answer the question negatively. 

No. 11, Is a letter from the Evangelical Lutheran Congre- 
gation itt Boston. This congregation thankfully acknow- 
leges the receipt of $50,00 from Streit’s legacy, transmitted 
to it by the President and also asks for more support in be- 
half of their church-edifice. The granting of this request 
was left with the President. 

No. 12, Is a letter from Pastor Schmidt, minister of the 
congregation in Boston, which accompanies the communica- 
tion referred to in No. 11. PastorSchmidt from this letter in- 
dulges the hope, if no unforeseen circumstance intervenes, of 
appearing in the Synod at Easton,on Tuesday evening. He 
sends his parochial report. The report was accepted. 

The Synod adjourned. Prayer by Pastor Frederich. 

Rey. Dr. Schmucker preached in the evening, in the Eng- 
lish language from Matt. 28: 19, 20. 


Third Session. 


Tuesday, 9 o’clock, 4. M. 
This session was opened with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Mor- 
ris. A letter that just came to hand was committed to Pas- 


tor Eyer for examination, with the instructions to report 
upon it. 


Whereas the Synod has received the mournful intelligence, 


that Pastor J. H. Bernheim, amember of this body, hasbeen | 


removed from us by death during the past year ; the follow- 
ing resolutions were unanimously adopted. 
Resolved, That we have heard with sorrow of the death 
of our brother Bernheim, and that we heartily lament the 
loss sustained by his re yet we would comfort our- 
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selves and his bereaved family with the hope, that our loss is 
his eternal gain. 

Pastor J. R. Keiser, delegate from the Evangelical Lutheran 
Ministerium of New York, was introduced to the Synod, 


and took a seat among us with the privileges of a full 


member. 

Pastor Stohlman of New York, was also welcomed and 
received as an advisory member. 

Pastor Richards appointed at the last Annual Convention, 
as delegate to the Ministerium of New York, presented the 
following report: 

Your delegate to the Evangelical Lutheran Ministerium of 
New York was present at their 52nd Annual Convention 
held at New Germantown, in New Jersey, last autumn, and 
has the pleasure to state, that he was received by that body 
with much love, and that the fraternal relations which have 
existed for so many years, still continue. May these rela- 
tions and the spirit of Truth, Harmony and Zeal, which 
manifestly live among them, continue to exist. A delegate 
was appointed to represent that body at this convention of 
Synod. 

J. W. RICHARDS. 

This report was unanimously accepted—and the Synod 

cordially rejoices in the continuance of these friendly relations. 


The special committee appointed yesterday afternoon re- 
ported through its chairman Pastor C. P. Miller. 


REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE. 


No. 1, Is a letter from Pastor Merz, in which he asks the 
Synod to excuse his absence from present sessions of Synod, 
and assigns as the cause, the want of the necessary means. 

Resolved, That Pastor Merz be excused. 

He communicates certain resolutions, which were passed 


_ by the Synod of West Pennsylvania, at its last convention, 


and directed to him as well as to his Church-council by the 
Secretary of that Reverend body. 


These resolutions refer to boundary lines between that 


Synod and our own body. 


The committee proposes to lay the letter before Synod. 
He finally sends parochial report,and also $2,00 for the 
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Synod, and $1,00 for Missions. ‘This letter, upon the adop- 
tion of the proposition was read, but the consideration of the 
resolutions communicated therein was deferred, until the re- 
port upon the minutes of the West Pennsylvania Synod 
would be presented. 

No. 2, Isa letter from Pastor Feysel of Erie, i in which he 
assigns as the cause of hisabsence from Synod the distance 
and the necessary means of travelling, and therefore asks to 
be excused. 

Resolved, That Pastor Feysel be excused. 

Moreover, he signifies, that he intends to vacate his pre- 
sent charge in the ensuing August. He adds to this the re- 
quest, that the Synod would assist him and also recommend 
him to vacant congregations, which may come to the know- 
ledge of the Synod and notify him of it. 

Finally, he solicits the brethren to purchase the Lent-ser- 
mons published by him. 

Resolved, That the request of Pastor Feysel be recom- 
mended to the President. 

This report was also accepted. 

The fourth committee reported through its chairman Pas- 


tor Schindel. 
REPORT OF THE FOURTH COMMITTEE. 


asks the Synod to excuse his absence caused by 
and wishes the Synod the divine blessing in the' transaction 
of its business. ‘Together with his parochial report, he trans- 
mits from his congregations $3,00 for Synod, $5,00 for Mis- 


No. 13, Isa letter from Pastor Trumbauer, i ih which he 


sions and $1,00 as his annual contribution to the Missionary 


Society. 

Resolved, That Pastor Trumbauer be excused. 

No. 14, Is a letter from Church-council of the German 
Evangelical Lutheran Congregation in Harrisburg, in which 
the said council expresses its cordial thanks for the aid re- 
ceived from the legacies in the liquidation of their church- 
debt, and moreover solicits assistance again for the same 
purpose. 

Resolved, That the granting of this request be committed 
to ots judgment of the President. 


ils sickness 


Dy, 
é 
» 
te 
“4 


be 4 


= 
~ 
= 

ious 


20 


No. 15, Isa letter from Pastor W. German in York, to the 
Rev. Senior Betis; with this letter is a certificate of confirm- 
ation, which your committee recommend to the attention of 
the Synod. 

No. 16, Contains the minutes of the fourth conference dis- 
trict, in which appear the following questions, directed to this 
Synod ; “whether it would not be advisable to introduce 
again the obsolete usages of the church, as, the wearing of 
the gfown, and the custom of the communicants visiting the 
minister, during the week before the administration of the 
Lord’s Supper.”’ 

Resolved, That the wearing of the gown during divine 
worship, be left to each minister and his congregations, but 
that we earnestly recommend the ministers as well as the 
congregations faithfully to adhere to and conscientiously to 
observe all such usages of our church, which aid in produc- 
ing good order and christian conduct. 

.The report was accordingly adopted. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE TREASURER’S ACCOUNT. 


The committee appointed to audit the Treasurer’s Account 
report, that ithas examined the account and find it to be 


correct : 

I.—SYNODICAL TREASURY. 
Received during the Ne te $184 13 
Expended, 


Deficit, $251 164 
Il.—MISSIONARY TREASURY. 
Received during the SES res $2708 303 


Eixpended, “ ~ - - - - 1130 76 
Balance in the Treasury, $1577 543 

Contributions for Theological Institution, 104 50 

Total, $1682 043 

“Advanced to the credit of Synod, 251 163 


Present balance in the hands of the Treasurer, $1430 884 
Respectfully submitted, 
F. A. M. KELLER, 
ISAIAH BAHL, 
JONATHAN DEININGER. 


Resolved, That this report be accepted. © pi galt 
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Whereas the Synod was informed that a translation of our 
Liturgy into the English language had been effected by the 
General Synod, and as we regard a successful effort of this 
character very desirable ; therefore, it was 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed whose duty it 
shall be in the ensuing year to examine the English transla- 
tion of our liturgy published by the General Synod and re- 
port tothe Synod, whether the said work in spirit and sub- 
stance, is a faithful translation of the original. 

The committee appointed accordingly consists of Rev. 
Drs. Demme, Baker, Pastors Richards, F. W. Geissenhainer 
and C. W. Scheeffer. 

The committees to whom were referred the minutes of 
other Synods now presented their report. 


REPORTS OF THE COMM!TTEES ON THE MINUTES OF OTHER 


1. The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Pittsburg, held at 
Leechburg, Pennsylvania, May 27, A. D., 1847. From these 
minutes it appears, that this body engages with energy and 
blessed results in the Missionary cause. They acknowledge 
the receipt of the minutes of our last annual convention, and 
express the wish, that they may be directed to them in future. 
The officers of the Synod are; President, Rev. M. J. Steck ; 
Secretary, Rev. G. F. Ehrenfeld; Treasurer, Mr. G. Wey- 
man. The body rejoices in the active labors of its sister 
Synod in the Missionary cause. 

2. The western district Synod of the Evangelical Lathiien 
Church of Ohio, convened in Deleware, Ohio, May 29th, 
1847. There is nothing in the minutes of this Synod, refer- 
ing to our body. Officers, Rev. J. Gruber, President; Rev. 
J. J. Beilharz, Secretary ; Rev. B. Pope, Treasurer. 

3. The Synod of North Carolina; there is nothing in the 
minutes of this Synod referring toour body. They give evi- 
dence of activity and zeal among the brethren of that Synod, 
and prove that the interests of religion are advancing among 
them. Officers, Rev. Samuel Rothrock, President; Rev. Jos. 
A. Linn, Secretary; Rev. W. G. Harter, Corresponding Sec- 
retary and Mr. Matthew Barries, Treasurer. 

4. The Synod of Alleghany convened at Blairsville, Sept. 
30th, 1847. There is nothing in the minutes of this Synod 
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claiming the attention of our body. Officers, Rev. P. Sahm, 


President; Rev. J. Winecoff, Secretary ; Rev. W. G. Laitzel, 
Treasurer. 


The Synod adjourned. Prayer by Pastor Schulze. 


Fourth Session. 


Tuesday, 4 0’clock, P. M. 
Was opened with prayer by Pastor Mennig. 
The Rev. Dr. Gray, minister of the Presbyterian congre- 


- gation in Easton, the Rev. Dr. Junkin, President of Lafayette 


College and Pastor Heilig of Northampton, were received as 
advisory member. 


Pastor A. T. Geisenhainer, to whom was referred the ex- 
amination of the minutes of last Synod, reported the follow- 
ing two items of business as claiming the consideration of 
the Synod. 

1. The resolutions of Synod referring to the establishment 
of a Theological Institution. 

2. The resolutions of Synod in reference to the editing of 
a new German Hymn-book and the appointment of a com- 
mittee to carry out these resolutions. 

On the first item, Rev. Dr. Miller, chairman of the com- 


‘mittee on the Theological Institute reported: That the Rev. 


Dr. Demme, as was generally known, had publicly in open 
Synod last year withdrawn his acceptance of the office of 
instructor in the ‘said institution, for reasons satisfactory to 
himself, and also afterwards before the committee persevered 
in his resignation, so that the committee has not succeeded 


since in securing the services of another suitable person for 
this Station. 


The stibject of the Theological Seminary being now the 


‘matter of consideration before the Synod, the Rev. Dr. 
‘Schmucker, Professor of the Theological Seminary at Gettys- 


burg, participated ’ in the deliberations. He thought that this 


Synod could accomplish its full purpose by the institution 


already established at Gettysburg, and assured the Synod of 
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the willingness of the Directorium of that institution to 


adopt every possible means, in order to secure the friendly 
co-operation of this Synod towards that Seminary 

After a free expression of the opinions of different breth- 
ren on this subject, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on the Theological Institu- 
tion be continued, and that, during the ensuing year, they 
confer with the Directorium of the Seminary at Gettysburg, 
in order to become acquainted with the terms,on which a 
co-operation is possible. 

On the second item of the above report Pastor Reichert, 
in the absence of Rev. Dr. Demme, chairman of the com- 
mittee onthe Hymn-book, stated; that the committee had so 


far attended to the object of their appointment, as time and. 


circumstances allowed, but it had not yet reached that stage 
of progress as to present a full report to Synod. 

The reports on the minutes of other Synods were now 
again received. 

5. The Synod of West Pennsylvania held at Mifflinburg, 
Union county, September, 1847. The following resolution 
referring to our body appears on the minutes of said Synod. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed, to co- 
operate with the Synod of Pennsylvania in the preparation 
and publication of a new German Hymn-book, but that this 
Synod will assume no pecuniary responsibility. 

Your committee call attention to the following resolution 
found in the minutes of that Synod. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of this Synod transmit a 
copy of the resolution of the first committee, which refers to 
the necessity of every minister connecting himself with that 
Synod, in whose district he resides, to the church-councils and 
ministers of such congregations as are referred to in the re- 
solutions, as also to the Presidents of the neighboring Synods. 

Officers, Rev. J. Oswald, President; Rev. J. Ulrich, Secre-_ 
tary Rev. M. Jacobs, Treasurer. The Synod holds its next_ 
convention in East Berlin, on Friday evening before the. last 
Sunday in September, 1847. Our delegate attended the ses- 


‘sions of this body and was fraternally received. It has ap- 


pointed the Rev. Dr. Schmucker as delegate to our Synod, 
The report was accepted. 


v 
LA 
= 
* 
é 
* 4 


BRE 
| 


Py 


- 

. 


2 


24 


Rev. Dr. Schmucker, delegate of the West Pennsylvania 
Synod having given a satisfactory explanation of the above 
resolution, inits relation to the case of Pastor Merz, any 
further action on this point deferred from the ‘iced of the 
special committee was unnecessary. 

6. Evangelical Lutheran Ministerium of New York. From 
the minutes we discover the following: 

1. Our delegate to that body, Br. J. W. Richards was pre- 
sent and was received in a very fraternal manner. 

2. The last year’s delegates, the Revs. Dr. Mayer and Pas- 
tor StohIman reported very kindly of our Synod. 

3. Pastor C. F. Scheffer was appointed delegate to this 
annual convention of our Synod and Pastor J. R. Keiser his 
alternate. 

4. It was resolved, that Pastor C. F. E. Stohlman be a 
committee to co-operate as far as desirable, with our Hymn- 
book committee, and recommend the Hymn-book, when pre- 
pared to the German congregations of the ministerium., 

5. Six members were added to the ministerium, five of 
whom lately arrived from Europe; and what is very gratify- 
ing, one of them has been appointed to labor among the 
Norwegians in Wisconsin. 

Officers of the Synod; Dr. Pohlman of Albany, New 
York, President ; Rev. J. R. Keiser of New Germantown, 
New Jersey, Secretary ; ; Rev. C. A. Smith of Rhinebeck, New 
York, Treasurer. 

The ministerium consists of 49 ordained and 8 licensed 
ministers. These report 40 congregations, 1292 Baptisms, 
358 Confirmed, 9670 Communicants, 84 Funerals, and 32 
Sunday Schools. This body appears to transact its business 
in love and harmony and to be actively are in the bene- 
volent operations of the Church. 

‘The next Convention of Synod will be held in Lower Red 
_ Hook, New York, on Saturday before the first ee in 
September, 1848. ; 

The report was accepted. 


7. Synod of the German Reformed Church. On page 12th 
of the minutes of this body, is a report of the friendly recep- 
tion of its delegates by our Synod. ‘This report also states, 
that we did not accept of their proposition for the establish- 
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ment of a particular correspondence between both bodies. 
Their committee begs leave therefore to renew the request 
and propose the following terms: 

a. That each Synod appoint two ministers, with their alter- 
nates, respectively to represent each body in their annual 
conventions, who shall have seats as advisory members, but 
no right to vote. 

4. That the ministers, licentiates, and the members of either 
of these churches shall be received as members of the other, 
when they are regularly dismissed and can produce reliable 
testimony of a good character, ; 

This last proposition was now amply discussed. In this 
discussion there were manifested the strongest feelings of re- 
gard towards the brethren of the Reformed Synod,and a 
sincere desire, that the hitherto existing relations between the 
two bodies might continue undisturbed. With all respect 
and love for that body, the following resolution therefore was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That we sincerely wish, that the friendly rela- 
tions hitherto existing between the Synod of the German 
Reformed Church and this body may not only be continued, 
but if possible increased; but that we, according to our con- 
stitution, cannot possibly accept of the terms stated in No. 8. 

This report was accepted. 

8. The Synod of Virginia convened in May, 1847, at 
Churchville, Virginia. This body consists of 18 ordained 
ministers and 2 candidates. The minutes give evidence of 
the unwearied activity of the ministers in their office, but 
contain nothing particularly claiming the attention of this 
body. Officers, Rev. S. Wagner, President; Rev. J. L. 
Smith, Secretary ; Rev. J. F. Campbell, Treasurer. 

_ The report was accepted. 

9. The English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Ohio. 
The committee reported, thatthe minutes contained nothing 
calling for the particular notice of this body. Officers, Rev. S. 


_ Ritz, President ; ; Rev. J. G. Harris, Secretary ; Rev. J. Seidle, 


Treasurer. 

Accepted. 

10. Eastern district Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran 
General Synod in Ohio, yeonrened in Sagerstown, Pa., Sept. 
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1847. In the minutes there is nothing claiming the partictt- 
lar notice of this body except that this Synod very strongly 
expresses its friendly regard to our body, and in consequence 
of this, candidate Martin Sondhause, a member of our 
Synod, was kindly received and was given the privilegeof a 
seat and vote. Officers, Rev. J. Mechling, President; Bishop 
Schweizerbarth, Secretary ; Rev. M. Kuchler, Treasurer. 

This Synod sincerely rejoices on account of the very kind 
disposition of that venerable body, as also on account of the 
respect paid to one of its members. 

The report was accepted. 

The Synod adjourned to hold a ministerial session to-mor- 
row at 9 o’clock, and according to its resolution to renew the 
transaction of Synodical business. 

Prayer by Pastor Bauer. 


Fifth Session. 


Wednesday, 94 o'clock, «2. M. 


The business of the Ministerium being transacied, the 
Synod proceeded to its business. 

The following resolutions of the Missionary Society was 
presented to the Synod. 

‘Resolved, That we, by virtue of the resolutions adopted 
yesterday, dissolve as a Missionary Society and transfer the 
control of the Missionary cause to the Synod. 

Resolved, That the resolution of the Missionary Society 
just now laid before us, transferring the cause of Missions 
into our hands be adopted by Synod. 

- Resolved, That the Executive committee and correspond- 
ing Secretary appointed by the Society be continued ‘during 
the coming year. 


The following resolution having been laid before Synod 


by Pastor Scheeffer, was adopted : 

Whereas the Synod learns that the rules of this body and 
the usages of the Church, which require a regular license, as 
a condition for the administration of the ministerial functions 
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in our church, have not been observed in certain cases, in 
order therefore to guard against this evil and to preserve the 
salutary usages of the Church, it was therefore 


Resolved, That this Synod hold it to be unconstitutional 
to allow any one to preach in our churches, or to perform 
other actus ministeriales, whose admission into this Minis- 
terium has been rejected. 

Pastor Eyer, entrusted with the examination of a letter, 
reported: 


A letter from Pastor Kohler, in which he states, that 
legal and other matters detain him from Synod, and there- 
fore asks to be excused. He writes, that he has not received 
the minutes of Synod for two years, and adds, that the same 
is the case with the West Pennsylvania Synod, when he was 
a delegate. He reports, that he was very kindly received by 
that body as the delegate of this Synod. He gives his paro- 
chial report. 

Resolved, That Pastor Kohler be excused. 

The report was accepted. 


Pastor Weil, Editor of the “ Kirehenbote ”? was received 
as an advisory member; also, Pastor McCron, minister of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Greenwich, New Jersey. 

The committee of examination for ensuing year, consists 


of Rev. Drs. Demme, Miller, Pastors Peixoto, G. Jeger and 
J. W. Richards. 


Delegates to corresponding Synods were now appointed : 

To the Evangelical Lutheran Ministerium of New York; 
Pastor W. Eyer; Alternate Pastor Scheffer. 

To the Synod of the German Reformed Church, Rev. mi 
Baker; Alternate Pastor G. A. Reichart. 

To the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of West Ee 
nia; Pastor Conrad Miller; Alternate Pastor L. Gerhard. 


Resolved, That the usual number of copies of Minutes. be 
printed. 


Resolved, That Pastor Keller, be appointed to translate 
the minutes into the English language. 


The Synod now held an election for the place and time of 
next convention of Synod. 


' The result determined Lebanon to be the place and Trinity 
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Sunday, A. D., 1849, as the time for our next Synodical 
Convention. 


Resolved, That the Synod adjourn. 
The Rev. President closed the Convention with a devout 
prayer, and dismissed the lay-delegates with the benediction. 


First Ministerial Session. 


Wednesday, 9 vo’ clock, 4. M. 
The Session was opened with singing and prayer. 
_ Pastor Scheffer presented to the Ministerium a letter of 
dismission for Rev. Wm. Gerhard from the President of 


West Pennsylvania Synod, Rev. Pastor Oswald, and moved 
that Pastor Gerhard be received into our Ministerium. 


Resolved, That the Rev. Wm. Gerhard be received as a 


member of this Ministerium, Whereupon the Synod ad- 
journed, 


Second Session. 


Wednesday, 11 o’clock, 2. M. 
Upon the close of the Synodical Sessions, the Ministerium 
proceeded to the transaction of business. 
The Committee of Examination reported the following : 
The committee of examination has the honor to report: 
that they have conscientiously examined the applicants direct- 
ed to them, in the usual branches of study, viz: Hebrew, 


Greek, Latin, Dogmatics and Moral Theology, Church His- 
tory, and Exegesis, and have found Messrs. G. H, Miller and 


G. H. Krottel to have acquired a very good,and Mr. T. T. 
Jeger, a sufficient knowledge, and therefore your committee 
propose, that Messrs. G. H. Miller, G. H. Krottel, and T, T, 
Jeger, be received into our Ministerium. 

Resolved, That this report be accepted and that the above 
named applicants receive candidates’ licenses. 

Resolved, That the licenses of candidates Wm. Gerhard, 
R. S. ‘Wagner and 8, K. Probst, be renewed. 
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Thus the business of the Ministerium was ended, and after 
prayer by the President, the brethren now separated in the 
same harmony and love with which they daily convened, in 
order to return to their congregations and homes as. early as. 
possible. 

Pastor Keiser preached in the evening from Acts 11: 23. 
After the sermon, the President read to Messrs. Miller, Krotel 
and Jeger, the duties of candidates, and upon their affirma- 
tion of fidelity to these duties, he gave them candidates” 
licenses. 

The President thanked the members of the congregation 
in the name of the Synod, for the hospitable reception and 
kind entertainment, which the Synod shared at this Annual 
Convention from the congregation at Easton, and then dis- 
missed the assembly with the divine blessing. 

That the foregoing in substance was transacted in Svnod- 
ical and Ministerial Convention, held at Easton, in June, A. 
1848, is certified by 

C. F. WELDEN, 
Secretary of the Ministerium. 


Hlissionary Proceedings. 


Proceedings of the Missionary Society of the German 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Pennsylvania and ad- 
jacent States, convened at Easton, Pennsylvania, from 
June 17th to June 20th, 4. D. 1848. 


The Missionary Society of the Synod of Pennsylvania, 


“met agreeably to a resolution in the Sunday School Room of 


St. John’s Church, Easton, on Saturday, the 17th of June, at 
3 o’clock, P. M., for the transaction of business. In the ab-— 
sence of the President, Rev. Seinor Wm. Beatis, the Vice 
President, Rev. F. W. Geissenhainer, opened the first session 
with singing and prayer. 

Pastors Bomberger and Stern, ministers of the German Re- 
formed Church, were introduced to the Society and received 
as advisory members. | 

_ The first business in order before the society was the con- 
sideration and determination of the question: “ Whether 
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the Missionary Society should again be united with the | 
Synod?” After the brethren had generally expressed their 
opinions, it was unanimosly resolved : 

1. That we discoutinue our usual Missionary meetings as 
soon as the Synod will undertake the control of the Mission- 
ary cause, 

2. That we deem it advisable still to keep the Missionary 
treasury distinct from the Syuodical, and that we request this 
from Syuod. 

3. That our obligations to the Mission in India are sacred a 
and inviolable. ‘4 

4, That the society assemble again as soon as possible, “e 
after the action of Synod upon these resolutions. ik 

5. That the officers of the society be a committee to pre- ce 
sent these resolutions to the Rev. Synod. 


Resolved, That we adjourn, Pastor A. T. Geissenhainer, 
closed with prayer. 


+ 


, June 19th, 1848, 84 o’clock, P. M. 
The Rev. Dr. Baker, chairman of the executive committee, 
read the Annual Report. After which it was 
Resolved, That this report be adopted, and recorded. | 
Resolved, That we adjourn to meet to-morrow at 2 | 
o’clock, P. M. 


REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA SYNOD. 


During the Sessions of our Society last year in Philadel- 
phia, it was resalved, that the Missionary, Heyer, should be | 
again appointed to preach the Gospel to the Heathen in Gun- ~ 
toor and its vicinity, and that this Society would obligate it- 
self to pay his salary upon the same conditions as had been 
observed during his previous residence in India. At the 
same time he was appointed agent of this Society, in order 
that previous to his departure for India, he might visit our 
congregations, preach upon the cause of Missions, endeavour 
to awaken a deeper interest in this important work and al the 
‘same time, as far as practicable collect funds for thé prosecu- 
tion of our Missionary plans. In obedience to this commis- 
sion he,visited parts of Pennsylvania and New York, was 
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every where received with Christian kindness and collected 
valuable contributions in aid of the Missionary cause. He 
set Sail from Boston in the month of November last, and is at 
the present time most probably in the appointed field of his 
labors. He will either remain in Guntoor and continue to 
co-operate with Br. Gunn, or he will organize another station 
some 50 miles frem Guntoor, the buildings requisite for which 
Governor Stokes, has generously promised to provide. The 
Lord preserve his life and establish his health and abundantly 
bless his labors among the Heathen. 

The Foreign Missionary Society that usually meets at the 
same time with the General Synod, undertook to defray the 
expenses of Br. Heyer’s passage to India. We advanced 
him $300 as his salary for the first half year, and in addition 
to this $80 contributed by the Juvenile Missionary Society 
of St. Michael’s and Zion’s Churches in Philadelphia, for the 
support of schools among the heathen, were delivered into 
his hands. 

This Society has at the same time been for several years 
contributing a portion of its funds in aid of the Mission 
among the Indians in Michigan. ‘The sum voted in favor of 
this Mission in Michigan for the past year, amounting to $125, 
has been paid. 

But whilst we endeavour to propagate the Gospel among 
the heathen, we think it important that we should be much 
concerned on behalf of the scattered members of our church 
in this country. There are many of our brethren in these 
United States who are deprived of the privileges of the 
preaching of the Gospel and the administration of the Sacra- 


ments, and who entreat us with much importunity to send 


them relief. The Executive Committee have not forgotten 
them, but much more can be done and should be done than 
has hitherto been accomplished on their behalf. 

During the last year we have contributed in a measure to 
the support of the following brethren who have been labor- 
ing amongst the destitute portions of the church in this coun- 
try, viz: Charles L. Erle, X. S. Wagner, John G. Schmidt, 
candidates Sondhaus and F. G. Zeimer. In accordance with 
a resolution of this Society, it is the duty of all those who 
are assisted by its funds to prepare an annual report of their 
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jabors and transmit it to the chairman of the Executive Com- 
mittee. 

The field of Br. Erle’s labors lies in Cherry Valley, Sulli- 
van county, Pennsylvania. According to his report he has 
visited the brethren of our church in that place and surround- 
ing region, preached and administered the Holy Sacrament 
to them. During the last year he baptized 31, confirmed 12, 
administered the Lord’s Supper to 114 and buried 2. The 
field of his labors might be greatly extended were it in his 
power to prosecute his parochial journeys otherwise than on 
foot. 

Br. Wagner is stationed in Lancaster county, Pa., preach- 
ing both in the English and German languages in Millerstown 
and Petersburg. In Millerstown where a congregation was 
organized and achurch erected some 3 years ago, the number 
of members in communion with the church has increased 
from about 50 to 75. The attendance at church is good and 
the congregation has a Sunday School, including about SO 
children. A church edifice was erected at Petersburg during 
the last year. Immediately after the consecration of the 
church the Lord’s Supper was administered to 16 persons 
and on last Easter Sunday 65 united in the celebration of the 
Holy Communion. On Good Friday 27 persons were con- 
firmed and the prospect of the congregation for the future 
are altogether encouraging. It will however be necessary 
to continue our aid to Br. Wagner for some time to come. 
_ In his case also, we must remark that the field of his labors 
might be much extended had he not to undertake his pastoral 
visits entirely or mainly on foot. 

Brother John G. Schmidt isa Norwegian, laboring amongst 
his own countrymen in Chicago and its vicinity. Upon the 
recommendation of Pastor Geissenhainer in New York City, 
the Executive Committee have voted him $50,and it will 
most probably be necessary to contribute to his assistance 
still somewhat further. | 

Br. Zeimer labors in Honesdale, Wayne county, Pa., and 
the church has wonderfully increased under his ministry. At 
the commencement of hislabors there, the number of mem- 
bers stood somewhere between 50 and 90, it has now increas- 
ed to 200. There are many Germans in the vicinity, and if 
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brother Zeimer should be sustained for some time longer, he 
will no doubt be able to labor successfully amongst them. 
The Executive Committee has received a highly satisfacto- 
ry and encouraging report from Br. F. Schmidt, Missionary 
among the Indians of Michigan. As already declared $125, 
were furnished in aid of this Mission during the first year. Br. 
Schmidt whose heart seems to be much in the work of the 
Lord amongst the Sons of the forest, has been greatly en- 
couraged by the contribution of this Society, and by the in- 
terest we have expressed on his behalf. To us and our 
churches it must prove highly gratifying to hear of the deep 
and wholesome impression made through that Mission upon 
the neighboring tribes of Indians. These Heathens, says he, 
through the mercy of the Lord, begin to receive in meekness 
the word of reconciliation and to be concerned about the 
salvation of their souls. Numbers of them have already be- 
come connected with our church and with a'l devotion and 
sincerity appear to live and walk in the spirit of the Gospel. 
Our Missionary School is especially interesting and flourish- 
ing. Eighteen scholars to whom we minister both in spirit- 
ual and temporal things, are now in the Missionary house, 
and are making cheering progress in various departments of 
useful knowledge, especially in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Six of these youths after careful instruction 
and in compliance with their own earnest desire to confess 
the name of Christ, have been received quite recently into 
communion with the church, by being baptized, in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. It is 


truly affecting and encouraging to behold these promising: 


youths in the bloom of their spiritual life, to find them for- 
saking their heathenism and coming back from their distant 
wanderings to the Shepherd aiid Bishop of Souls, Yes dear 
Brothers, our progress and labors for the Indians are not in 
vain. The Lord Jesus hears aud answers. ‘To Him alone 
be glory. The letter of brother Schmidt is in a word most 
gratifying. He shows that what we have hitherto done by 
way of assisting the noble Mission among the Indians has 
been pleasing to the Great Head of the Church, and that 
what we mauy yet coutribute in aid of this Mission, will be 


wisely administered and richly blest. 
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God bless our efforts to extend the Kingdom of his Son. 
and hasten the time when all the dwellers upon the whole 


earth shall both know and truly honor and serve him, the 


true God, and Jesus Christ whom he has sent. Amen 


June 20th, 1848, 2 o'clock, P. M. 


The Rev. Dr. Baker read a letter from the Evangelical 
Lutheran Congregation at Boston, in which they thank the 
Society for the money transmitted to them from our Treasu- 
ry; they also solicit more help. 


Resolved, That if the treasury allow it, the Executive 
Committee transmit to this congregation for this year a small 
sum. 

Rev. G. A. Reichert presented a letter from brother F. 
Schmidt at Ann Arbor, in which he expresses his thanks for 
the money granted the Indian Mission during the last year. 

Resolved, That $50,00 be granted to the Heathen Mis- 
sion in Michigan for the current year, and $75,00 for the 
school connected with it. 

On motion of Rev. J. W. Richards, the following was 
unanimously adopted : 

Whereas the Lutheran Domestic Missionary Society of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in the United States, since its 
establishment has had for the last three years as we suppose 
17 missionaries in the field, by whose labors, partly in the 
German and partly in the English languages, 12 churches 
have been built, 30 congregations collected, and to thousands 
of scattered souls thé Gospel has been preached and the holy 
sacraments administéred, and many Sunday schools organ- 
ized. ‘Therefore it was 

Resolved, That we rejoice in the happy progress of our 
brethren in the Missionary cause, wish them the blessing of 
God, and full of hope look forward to the time, when we as 
a Missionary Society shall stand in closer connection with 


them, and co-operate with them in this noble cause, with 
‘more perfect harmony. 


A letter from Pastor Vogelbach represents to the Society 
the mournful state of many of our brethren in the faith in 
Pittsburg. He asks the question, “ whether something can- 
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not be done for them?” Pastor I. W. Geissenhainer also 
informed the Society, of the lamentable state of many Ger- 
mans in New Yorkcity, both asrespects body andsoul. He 
stated that a man of the right stamp could labor among them 
with blessed results. It was therefore unaimously 

Resolved, That $150,00 be voted to Pittsburg and $200,00 
to New York, and that Brother Vogelbach, in Pittsburg and 
Brother Geissenhainer, in New York, be commissioned to 
carry out this resolution. 


Resolved, That we adjourn to meet to-morrow at S o’clock, 
A. M. 


ANNIVERSARY. 


On the 20th of June, the members of the Missionary 
Society, met in St. John’s Church, Easton, to celebrate their 
anniversary. The President, Rev. F. W. Geissenhainer, in- 
troduced the exercises by singing and prayer. 

The Rev. Dr. Baker, chairman of the Executive Commit- 
tee then read the annual report in the German language. 
Pastor G. A. Reichert also read a very interesting and en- 
couraging letter from Pastor F. Schmidt at Ann Arbor. 
Pastor C. G. Friedrich now addressed the congregation 1n the 
German language. Pastor C. W. Scheffer, now read an 


_ English translation of the report and Pastor S. M. Schmucker 


addressed the assembly in the Englishlanguage. Both these 
addresses were remarkable for their solid matter. 
The assembly was dismissed with the benediction. 


21st, 1848, 2. AZ. 
Prayer by Pastor G. A. Reichert. 
Resolved, That Pastor A. 'T. Geissenhainer, be appointed 
to goto Norristown, Manuyank and vicinity, to see if any 


thing can be done for our church in these places, and report 


to the Executive Committee. 
Resolved, That the following contributions from the Mis-. 
slonary treasury be paid to the following brethren, viz: Pas- 
tor C. T. Erle, $75,00; Candidate R. 8. Wagner, ($75,00; 
Pastor Zeimer, $50,00 and Pastor G. Schulze, $25,00. 
Resolved, That by virtue of the resolutions passed on 


y 
> 
ou. 
ets 
“ws. * 
4 
iz 


— 


= 


a 
< 


; 


{ 14? 
4 
J 
{ 


36 | 


Monday, June the 19th, we now dissolve as a Missionary 
Society, that the officers inform the Synod of this act and of 
the transfer of the Missionary cause to it. 

Whereupon, by a resolution, the Rev. Synod accepted of 
the control of the missionary cause. 

Holy God, Faithful Father, Thou who hast united thy 
children by a love such as to interest us in the salvation of 
our feliow-men, fillour souls with so rich a measure of that 
love; that we may be deeply interested in promoting the re- 
ligions welfare of our brethren, both in work and word, and 
that we may be active in afforditg all possible assistance ac- 
cording to the measure of grace given ns, in the moral im- 
provement of our fellow-men. Grant us the necessary wis- 
dom of thy spirit in the performance of such duties in the 
wisest and most profitable manner, and thus overcome every 
seeming difficulty with constancy and patience. Bless our 
faithful endeavors in beha!f of our neighbor to his true edi- 
fication and may we be blessed in turn. May thy spiritual 
body thereby throngh this instrumentality be always more and 
more built up and increased to a divine greatness, until we all 
in the life above, united in true love to thee and one another 
shall first truly know, what good has been effected by man 
for his fellow, to the increase of our joy and thy everlasting 
praise, fur the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 7 


That the above was also transacted is certified by 
WM. J. EYER, Secretary. 
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